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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 , The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
forni the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 9-1 0, 1 5,1 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated by 
Klopfenstein et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,985,1 90. 



Considering claim 9, Klopfenstein et al. (hereinafter "Klopfenstein") discloses a real-time 
signal strength display of tenrestrial digital television signals. Klopfenstein discloses an 
HDTV couple to an tenrestrial antenna displays the real-time signal strength of terrestrial 
digital television signals. Klopfenstein discloses a tuner 30, microprocessor 32, 
DBS/set-top receiver 14, and TV 12 and display 36. Klopfenstein discloses the display 
36 including OSD 54 displaying channels 9, 13, 15, 17, and 54 and corresponding 
signals strength 85, 94, 85 and 93. Klopfenstein also discloses memory 34. 
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Considering claim 10, Klopfenstein discloses memory 34 and microprocessor 32 that 
converts the video signal to suitable form to be displayed on the screen 36. (see col. 3, 
lines 51-61) 

Considering claims 15 and 16, Klopfenstein discloses the microprocessor 32 that 
includes the ability to generate, process, and display OSD information/data on display 
36. The OSD infomnation/data may be part of a received television signal or may be 
generated internally. Such OSD information may include channel number, time, signal 
strength, on-screen electronic program guides (EPGs), Intemet data, pop-up windows, 
on-screen electronic programming menus, and the like. Microcontroller unit 32 also 
runs various software necessary to process and/or utilize the incoming digital signals as 
is known in the art and additionally as provided herein. See col. 3, line 51-61. 

3. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Iwamura, 
U.S. Patent No. 5,940,028. 

4. Considering claim 1 7, Iwamura discloses a tuner 2, demodulation unit (equalizer 

5. enror correction 6), signal strength searching unit and signal strength storing unit and 
signal strength storing unit (CPU 13) as well as memory 98 within the Decoder, 
demultiplexing unit (Demux 7) that separates and outputs the video and audio signals to 
video decoder 8 and audio decoder 9, and a video display processor and 
microcomputer (CPU 13) which allows the OSD 10 (fig.7) to be displayed on the screen. 
Thus, Iwamura discloses all claimed subject matter. 



Application/Control Number: 10/802,162 



Art Unit: 2622 



Page 4 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C, 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1,2,4,5,7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Klopfenstein et al.. U.S. Patent No. 6.985.190. 

Considering claims 1, Klopfenstein et al. (hereinafter "Klopfenstein") discloses a real- 
time signal strength display of terrestrial digital television signals. Klopfenstein 
discloses an HDTV couple to an terrestrial antenna displays the real-time signal 
strength of terrestrial digital television signals. Klopfenstein discloses a tuner 30, 
microprocessor 32, DBS/set-top receiver 14, and TV 12 and display 36. Klopfenstein 
discloses the display 36 including OSD 54 displaying channels 9, 13, 15, 17, and 54 
and con-esponding signals strength 85. 94, 85 and 93. Klopfenstein also discloses 
memory 34. 

Klopfenstein discloses displaying the signal strength of each channel (fig.7). 
Klopfenstein does not specifically disclose displaying the sum of the signal strengths of 
the entire channels. However, displaying the sum of the signal strengths of the entire 
channels would be obvious to the skilled in the art in that it would simply involve adding 
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or it would be a simple matter of adding each signal strength. Thus, it would have been 
obvious to the skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system 
of Klopfenstein by adding a feature that adds the total as it involves a simple 
mathematical operation as well as a computer programming. 

As to claim 2, see rejection of claim 1 ; 
As to claims 4 and 5, see rejection of claim 1 ; 
Regarding claim 7, see rejection of claim 1 . 
Regarding claim 20, see rejection of claim 1 . 

7. Claims 6, 11-13 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Klopfenstein et al., U.S. Patent No. 6.985.190 in view of Iwamura. U.S. Patent No. 

5,940,028, 



Considering claim 6, see rejection of claim 14 below. 

Considering claim 11-13. Klopfenstein discloses a tuner 30, microprocessor 32, 
DBS/set-top receiver 14, and TV 12 and display 36. Klopfenstein does not disclose a 
demultiplexer or a decoder. However, demultiplexing and/or decoding for 
demultiplexing/decoding the video, audio and other data from the receiving signal is 
notoriously well known in the art. In that regard, Iwamura discloses a system and 
method of aligning an antenna and displaying channel numbers as well as signal 
strength of each channel (fig.7). Iwamura discloses a tuner 2, equalizer 5, error 
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correction 6, CPU 13, Demux 7 that separates and outputs the video and audio signals 
to video decoder 8 and audio decoder 9. Therefore, it would have been obvious to the 
skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of 
Klopfenstein by providing the demux and decoding in order to properly and efficiently 
separate video, audio and other received data. 

Considering claim 14, Klopfenstein as modified above does not disclose a PSI/PSIP 
decoder for decoding additional data. However, again such decoders (PSI/PSIP) are 
well known in the art of television broadcasting that particularly use the standard MPEG 
II standard. Therefore, the examiner takes official notice in that the PSI/PSIP decoders 
are well known In the art of television and would have been obvious to the skilled in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the system Iwamura by providing a 
PSIP or PSI decoder in order to be able to decode MPEG standard data and make the 
system of Klopfenstein more useful. 

Considering claim 18, Iwiamura discloses video and audio decoders. Iwamura does not 
specifically disclose a PSI/PSIP decoder for decoding additional data. However, such 
decoders (PSI/PSIP) are well known in the art of television broadcasting that particularly 
use the standard MPEG II standard. Therefore, the examiner takes official notice in that 
PSI/PSIP decoders are well known in the art of television signal reception and would 
have been obvious to the skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
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the system Iwamura by providing a PSIP or PS! decoder in order to be able to decode 
MPEG standard data and mal<e the system of Iwamura more useful. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 3, 8,and 19 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent fomri including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

9. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter the prior art fails to disclose a method of displaying signal strengths, wherein 
the number of the channels, signal strength of each channel, and sum of the signal 
strengths of the entire channels for the searched channels are outputted as a voice, as 
in claims 3 and 19; and, as a picture, a numeral or a voice as in claim 8. 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paulos M. Natnael whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7354. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am - 5:30pm M,W, F (7am- 
3:30pm T,Th). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571)272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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